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degrees, and in time, to nflfedt the whole Slope of 
the Land : And as the inferior Strata yield Coal and 
Iron-Ore, their Fermentation may produce this Va¬ 
pour, and force it to afeend with Violence through 
the Chinks of the Earth, and give the Water the 
great Motion it has. This might be obflrufled in 
one Place by the forcmcntioifd l'ubfiding of the 
doping Bank, and might afterwards find a Vent in 
another ; in like manner as it happen’d at Scarbo¬ 
rough Spaw, a few Years fincc. 

it thefie Hints Ihould be any Amu foment to you, 
pr be the Means of letting any more able Petlon 
upon further Inquiries, and giving a better Account 
of them, I have all that is intended by 

(fan. 18. 1746. Tour humble Servant, 

Cha. Mafon, 


VII. Part of a Letter fro???. Mr. John Brown¬ 
ing, of Briftol, to Mr. Henry Baker, 
F.R.S. dated Dee. n. 1746. concerning 
the EjfeSl of Electricity on V cgctablcs. 


Reni Jan. 22- TfJTT Aving an Operator at Briflol with a 
,74<57 JLjIi good electrifying Machine, I was 
clefirous to eleclrife a Tree, and therefore lent him 
the following for that Purpolc; viz. Lanrujtirms , 
Leucoium nmjns (lore pleno fcrruginco , and Stoechas 
ciIrina Lire lie a. Thefie were riot cholen with any 

Defig 1. 
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Dcfign; their being the leaft Plants I had, was the 
only Rcafon. 

I promiled myfclf the Plcafure of feeing their 
Leaves crc&cd when elcttrifed, but was difappointed 
(whether its being the dormant Seafon of the Year 
for all Plants might not be fome Hindrance, I can¬ 
not determine) ; neither did the Leaves flag on their 
being touched. However, I was agreeably recom- 
penfed, by a Stream of fine purple blue coloured 
Light, much refcmbling an Amethyfl, that iflued 
from the Extremity of each Leaf upwards, of an 
Inch in Length, when the Finger, or any other 
Non-elcflric, approached near it. This Colour I at¬ 
tribute to the watry Particles in the Earth, having 
often obferved the very lame Colour ifiuing from 
the long Leg of a Syphon. On putting my Finger 
on the Gun-barrel to flop the Elcdtriciry, the Leaves 
of each Tree had a trembling Motion, which re¬ 
mained for fome little Time, and immediately ccafcd 
on withdrawing my Finger from the Barrel, and ad¬ 
mitting the Elc&ricity. This conftantly happened, 
as I put my Finger on or off the Barrel. 

The Siwchas Plant has a very long hoary Leaf, 
and bears its Blofl'om on a very (mail, (lender, and 
altnoft naked Stem, riling near a Foot above the 
Body of the Plant. This Stem had a Motion given 
ir, when any Non clettric was brought within about 
two Inches of its Summit, much like the Vibration 
of the ‘Pendulum of a Clock; which vibrating Mo¬ 
tion was parallel with the Breech of the Gun, quite 
contrary to the fame kind of Motion I had before 
obferved in a Needle, hanging perpendicularly by a 
Thread at the End of the Gun 5 the Needle always 

vibrating 
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vibrating in the Direction of the Gun. The Motion 
of the Plant and Needle always continued as long 
as the glats Globe was excited. 

I was all'o defirous to be fatisfied, whether Elec¬ 
tricity could be propagated without mutual Contact, 
by lulpending another Gun in Silk Cords, about 
two Inches from Contact, and the Electricity was 
near as fttong in the iecond Gun as in the firft. At 
the Dillance of between 3 and 4 Inches it was 
much abated, and fo it gradually diminifhed, as 
the Diftancc incrcafcd to near o Inches, where 
would fcarcc attract a Thread of Trial. 

I prevailed on a Man to be let Blood, and then 
placed him on a Cake of Pitch, but could not be 
fenfiblc of any Increafc of Velocity in his Blood, by 
being clcftrzcd, as has been aflerted, 

I had almoft forgot to mention, that the Strokes 
I received from the electrified Garden-Pots were more 
violent and painful to my Fingers than from any 
other Body I ever experienced. 

Mr. Baker, fincc his receiving the above Account, 
has had an Opportunity of electrifying a Myitle- 
tree, of between 2 or 3 Feet in Height, growing 
in a Pot, at the Scat of the Duke of Montague 
at Dittom in Prcfencc of His Grace, of the Preji- 
dent of this Royal Society , and fcveral other cu¬ 
rious Gentlemen ; who found, that whenever the 
Hand, or other non-cleftric Body, was brought 
near the Leaves, Streams of fine purple Fire iifued 
therefrom, together with a conlidcrably cold Air; 
and that the Leaves would be attracted at lomc 
Diftancc, and move vigoroufly towards a non¬ 
electric JJody. 

VIIL 
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